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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: In paragraph 
13, line 5 "is" should be "its". In paragraph 26, line 10 of the paragraph ""convention" 
should be "conventional". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 7 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 4 
"horizontally" should be "horizontal". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3, 8, 9, and 1 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. patent no. 5,807,095 to Gustafson et al. in view of U.S. patent no. 
4,066,098 to Gallo. Gustafson describes a flare tank apparatus comprising a degasser 
(flare tank 200) having an inlet port (inlet line 214), a liquid outlet port (outlet 215) and a 
gas outlet port (to chimney stack 213); a holding tank (holding tank 201) operatively 
connected to the liquid outlet port of the degasser; a flare stack (chimney stack 213; an 
inlet conduit operatively connected at one end thereof to the inlet port of the degasser and 
adapted to be connected at a second end thereof to a flare line (flare line 215). The 
holding tank 201 has a fitting 221 to allow emptying the holding tank 201 . See figures 6 
and 8 and column 3, line 62 to column 4, line 43. Gustafson does not describe an inlet 
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conduit comprising at least two connectors which permit components of the inlet conduit 
to swivel relative to each other. Gustafson does not describe an inlet conduit comprising 
at least four elbows each defining an angle of approximately 90 degrees. Gustafson does 
not describe an inlet conduit comprising a conduit section that connects to a flare line in a 
substantially horizontal position. Gustafson does not describe a second end of an inlet 
conduit positioned for generally horizontal connection to a flare line. Gustafson does not 
describe that the connectors are adapted to swivel at least a portion of the inlet conduit 
into a position adjacent to a side wall of the holding tank. Gustafson does not describe 
including a suction pipe extending between a position within the holding tank and a 
position outside of the holding tank. Gustafson does not describe there are two 
connectors. Gustafson does not describe there are three connectors. Gallo describes a 
conduit (triple swivel assembly 14) comprising at least two connectors (horizontal swivel 
16, vertical swivel 18, and manifold swivel 20) which permit components of the conduit 
to swivel relative to each other. Gallo describes a conduit comprising at least four elbows 
each defining an angle of approximately 90 degrees. Gallo describes a conduit section 
that can connect to a line in a substantially horizontal position. Gallo describes a second 
end of a conduit positioned for generally horizontal connection to a line. Gallo describes 
connectors that are adapted to swivel at least a portion of the conduit vertically or 
horizontally. Gallo describes there are two connectors. Gallo describes there are three 
connectors. See figure 1 and column 3, line 61 to column 4, line 6. At the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide 
Gustafson with the triple swivel assembly of Gallo in order to be able to position the 
portable flare tank of Gustafson in relation to a flare line and to connect the inlet conduit 



Application/Control Number: 10/765,938 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1724 

by swiveling the connectors for proper alignment. At the time of the invention, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the fitting 221 on holding 
tank 201 of Gustafson with a suction pipe extending between a position within the 
holding tank and a position outside of the holding tank in order to provide a pump that 
provides suction to empty the holding tank. In claim 9, the phrase "are adapted to swivel 
at least a portion of said inlet conduit into a position adjacent to a side wall of said 
holding tank" is interpreted as an intended use of the connectors and is given no 
patentable weight. This phrase provides no structural limitation to the connectors. The 
connectors in Gallo are capable of being adapted to swivel at least a portion of an inlet 
conduit into a position adjacent to a side wall of a holding tank. 

5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gustafson 
and Gallo as applied to claims 1-3, 8, 9, and 1 1-13 above, and further in view of U.S. 
patent no. 4,666,471 to Cates. Gustafson and Gallo describe essentially the apparatus as 
claimed, supra, except for that the degasser includes a wear plate spaced from the inlet 
port of the degasser. Cates describes a wear plate (wear plate assembly 146) spaced from 
the inlet port (conduit 88) of the degasser (separator 76). See figure 6 and column 4, 
lines 42-62. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to provide the inlet line of Gustafson with a wear plate as in Cates 
in order to protect the area of the inlet from wear because of the inflowing liquid. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 4-7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: U.S. patent no. 5,807,095 to Gustafson et al. and U.S. patent no. 4,066,098 to 
Gallo describe the following combination of applicant's features: Gustafson describes a 
flare tank apparatus comprising a degasser (flare tank 200) having an inlet port (inlet line 
214), a liquid outlet port (outlet 215) and a gas outlet port (to chimney stack 213); a 
holding tank (holding tank 201) operatively connected to the liquid outlet port of the 
degasser; a flare stack (chimney stack 213; an inlet conduit operatively connected at one 
end thereof to the inlet port of the degasser and adapted to be connected at a second end 
thereof to a flare line (flare line 215). The holding tank 201 has a fitting 221 to allow 
emptying the holding tank 201 . See figures 6 and 8 and column 3, line 62 to column 4, 
line 43. Gustafson does not describe an inlet conduit comprising at least two connectors 
which permit components of the inlet conduit to swivel relative to each other. Gallo 
describes a conduit (triple swivel assembly 14) comprising at least two connectors 
(horizontal swivel 16, vertical swivel 18, and manifold swivel 20) which permit 
components of the conduit to swivel relative to each other. Gustafson and Gallo do not 
describe the above in combination with applicant's features of the holding tank being an 
open-topped tank having side walls and a bottom wall and the degasser being positioned 
within the holding tank and extending upwardly therefrom. 
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Conclusion 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas J. Theisen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 168. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 6:30 
until 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1 166. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



djt 



DUANE SMITH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




